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1026 17th STREET, N. W., WASHINGTON 6, D.C. 


PROPOSED NATIONAL PROGRAM—1960-1962 


The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan organization, is dedicated to the principles of self-government established in the 
Constitution of the United States. The League works through its Program and its Voters Service to promote political responsibility 
through informed and active participation of citizens in government. It works to help the individual citizen be politically effective, 
to develop understanding of the essentials of individual liberty and representative government, and to increase citizen participation 
in political processes in the interest of responsible and responsive government. 


Through its Voters Service activities it provides nonpartisan factual information on candidates and issues. 


CURRENT AGENDA 


Support of U. S. economic policies which promote world development and maintain the strength of the American economy. | 


CONTINUING RESPONSIBILITIES 


1. Support of national policies and procedures which promote comprehensive long-range planning and development of 
water resources through 1) better coordination and organization at the federal level; 2) machinery appropriate to each 
region which provides coordinated planning and administration among federal, state, and other agencies; 3) cost- 
sharing by the federal government and other interests in relation to benefits received and ability to pay. 
2. Modification of federal loyalty-security programs to limit scope, standardize procedures, apply “common sense” 
judgment, and provide the greatest possible protection for the individual. f 
3. Self-government for the District of Columbia; extension of national suffrage to the citizens of the District. 
4. Support of the United Nations system, including adequate financial contributions, increased use, and improved pro- 
cedures. ’ 


PRINCIPLES 


1. The principles of representative government and individual liberty established in the Constitution of the United 
States. 
2. A system of government which is responsible to the will of the people and which enables the voter to carry out his 
obligations as a citizen. 
3. A system of government in which responsibility is clearly fixed. 
4. A system of government which promotes coordination of the operations of federal, state, and local governments. 
5. Governmental organization and administration which contribute to economy and efficiency. 
6. A merit system for the selection, retention, and promotion of government personnel. 
7. Legal protection of citizens in their right to vote. 
8. A system of free public education which provides equal opportunity for all. 
9. Protection of minority groups against discrimination. 
10. Removal of legal and administrative discriminations against women. 
li. A system of federal, state, and, local taxation which is flexible and equitable. 
12. Fiscal and monetary policies that promote a stable and expanding economy. 
13. Responsibility of government to share in the solution of social and economic problems which affect the general 
welfare. 
14. Adequate financing of government functions and services. 
15. Conservation and development of natural resources in the public interest. 
16. Domestic policies which facilitate the solution of international problems. 
17. Cooperation with other nations in solving international problems and promoting world peace. 
18. Development of international organization and international law to achieve permanent means of cooperation. 








Proposed Current Agenda 


Support of U.S. economic policies 
which promote world development 
and maintain the strength of the 
American economy. 


It is the firm conviction of the League of Women 
Voters that the security and economic health of the 
United States and the rest of the world are inseparable. 


In aid, the League has continuously supported meas- 
ures to strengthen the economies of other countries, such 
as the Marshall Plan, technical cooperation and economic 
aid portions of the Mutual Security Program, and in- 
creased resources for the World Bank and the Inter- 
national Monetary und. As we have supported these 
measures and evaluated USS. foreign policy as a whole, 
we have amplified our support position* by identifying 
certain essential characteristics of any effective over-all 
plan for economic aid. Such a plan should: be long 
range; involve joint participation by the United States, 
the other industrialized countries, and the developing 
countries; provide enough money at the right time to in- 
sure real progress; be well-coordinated and efficiently 
staffed and administered. 


In trade,** the League has consistently supported 
measures to promote world trade, such as reciproc al trade 
agreements and participation in the GATT, and opposed 
restrictive measures, such as higher tariffs, quotas, escape 
clauses, and “Buy American” provisions. 

We are convinced that the policies we support con- 
tribute to the over-all welfare of the United States as well 
as of other countries. However, they may confront the 
citizen and his community with hard choices. Assisting 
world economic development helps create a free, secure, 
prosperous world. But it also costs money. How much is 
the taxpayer willing to spend for this purpose? E-xpand- 
ing world trade opens up new markets abroad, and so 
strengthens some industries and some communities. But 
it intensifies competition at home, and so may adversely 
affect other industrics and communities. How can the 
adverse effects be overcome without losing the benefits? 


Some of the recent changes in the world economic 
pattern have created different problems. How can we 
correct the current balance-of-payments deficit without 
reducing economic aid? How can regional trading blocs 
be harmonized with expanding world trade? How can 
we use farm surpluses for economic development with- 
out disrupting other countrics’ markets? How can we 
maintain our high wages and full employment without 
losing our competitive position in the free market place? 


These questions suggest the scope of the proposed 
item and possible new directions for League legislative 
action as well as for action in building community under- 
standing of the interrelationships between our economy 
and that of the rest of the world. 


4 
"US. support of measures to promote international economic de- 
velopment and technical assistance. 
** Support of U.S. trade policies that will help solve national and 
international economic problems. 


Position on Water Resources 


As Announced by the National Board January 15 


In order to meet the present and future water needs of 
the people of the United States, the League of Women 
Voters believes: 

A. Over-all long-range planning and development of 
water resources require better coordination and organiza- 
tion at the federal level, climination of inconsistencies 
and conflicts in basic policy among federal agencies, and 
federal procedures which provide the Executive and Con- 
gress with adequate data and a framework within which 
alternatives may be weighed and intelligent decisions 
made. 

B. Comprehensive planning, development, and water 
management on a regional basis are essential to the opti- 
mum development of the nation’s water resources. Such 
development should meet the particular needs of the 
‘region but not be in conflict with the national interest. 
Machinery is needed, appropriate to each region, which 
will provide coordinated planning and administration 
among federal, state, and other agencies. Procedures 
should be established which provide information and an 
opportunity for citizen participation in policy decisions 
affecting the directions which water-resource develop- 
ment will take. 

C. The federal government has a necessary role in 
financing water-resource development, but state govern- 
ments, local governments, and wey users should share 
such costs, as far as possible, based on the benefits re- 
received and the ability to pay. 


League Background 

*The League position comes as the result of four years 
of study of the nation’s water-resource problems and 
needs, in which study over 1000 local Leagues took part. 


The 1958 Convention adopted a water item incorporat- 
ing three support positions: coordinated administration, 
equitable financing, and regional or river-basm planning. 
By the end of November 1959 League consensus reports 
were in. They showed that Leagues had come to agree- 
ment on the points listed in the League Position on 
Watcr Resources. 
implementation 

The best chance at the present time of achieving over- 
all long-range planning and development of water re- 
sources appears to be the proposed Resources and Con- 
servation Act of 1960, $.2549. ‘The League supports this 
proposal. 

The League has cooperated with the Senate Sclect 
Committee on Water Resources and continues its inter- 
est in this study, which the League hopes will provide 
insights of value to the Congress and the country. 

Regional groups are supporting various coordinating 
mechanisms for their regions: the New England states 
are supporting the proposed Northeastern Water and Re- 
lated Land Uses Compact; the Potomac Basin Leagues 
are working to broaden and strengthen the Interstate 
Commission on the Potomac River Basin. 

Under cost-sharing the League supports H.R. 3610, 
the bill which would continue and expand the present 
federal incentive program for pollution control. 


Nominees for National League Office 





The Nominating Committee will present to 
the national Convention the names listed be- 
low as nominees for officers and directors 
and for the Nominating Committee for the 
term 1950-62. Immediately following the 
presentation of these names to the Conven- 
tion, nominations may be made from the 
floor. 


PRESIDENT 
Mrs. Robert J. Phillips tl. 
Ist VICE PRESIDENT 
Mrs. John D. Briscoe Conn. 
2nd VICE PRESIDENT 
Mrs. John A. Campbell Ind. 
SECRETARY 
Mrs. William H. Wood Md. 
TREASURER 
Mrs. LeMon Clark Ark. 
DIRECTORS 
Mrs. Paul Holmer Cal. 
Mrs. Vernon C. Stoneman Mass. 
Mrs. Robert J. Stuart Wash. 
Miss Barbara Stuhler Minn. 


Mrs. C. Smith Toms 3. <. 
Mrs. A. A. Treuhaft Ohio 


NOMINATING COMMITTEE 


Mrs. Edward M. Boyne (Chairman) Pa. 
Mrs. Orville N. Foreman tl. 
Mrs. Donald W. Lambie lowa 











Continuing 
Responsibilities 

The national Board recommends 
adding two Continuing Responsibil- 
ities and deleting three. (Federal- 
lovalty-security and D.C. suffrage are 
carried over without change except in 
numbering. ) 

The new CR on water resources re- 
flects League consensus reached after 
four vears of study and stated fully in 

“Position on Water Resources,” page 
2. Regional action as well as national 
action is authorized under this CR. 

The CR on the United Nations is 
based on one of the support positions 
included in the 1958-60 foreign policy 
item. 

As a result of the six-year review, 
and in line with local League requests 
for a more manageable Program, the 
Board recommends deleting the three 
CRs on which the League has been 
the least active during the past two 
vears: “Measures granting the Presi- 
dent authority to veto items in appro- 
priation bills’; “Opposition to consti- 
tutional limitation on tax rates”; “Op- 
position to constitutional, changes 
that would limit the existing powers 
of the Executive and the Congress 
over foreign relations.” 


Mrs. Phillips Joined 
1926 staff Illinois 
League 7 vears . . . Presi- 


dent local League 

state Board 8 vears 
state President + vears .. . 
national Board since 1957, 
national President since 1958... B.A. 
Knox College husband is invest- 
ment dealer . 2 children. 





Mrs. Briscoe Joined 
1936 local League 
Board 11 vears . State 
Board + vears state 


President + years . . . na- 
tional Board since 1958. 

B.A. Vassar College, M. A 
Radcliffe College husband was 


college instructor, now dairy farmer and 





civic worker 2 sons. 
Mrs. Campbell — Joined 
1945 . chairman com- 
mittees local League 6 
vears .. . state President 5 
vears . national Board 
since 1959... B.A. Uni- 
versity Cincinnati, M.A. 





ainsi Michigan : . . husband heads 
Department of Radiology, Indiana Uni- 
versity 3 children. 


Mrs. Wood — Joined 
1947 . . . held offices local 
League 6 vears . local 
President 2 vears . . . state 
Board 2 vears state 
President + vears . . . na- 
tional Board since 1959 





. B.A. University of Wisconsin . . . 


husband is buver for chain of res- 
a 


taurants ... 2 sons. 
Mrs. Clark — _ Joined 
wi, 1944 local Board 
ae Vcars headed Com- 


mittee for state League 2 
vears, was first state Presi- 





dent 4 vears . . . educated 

“> in native state, New 

Mexico . . . in merchandising field until 

marriage . . . husband is physician . . . 
2 children. 


Mrs. Holmer — Joined 
1940 local League 
its President 2. states 

“SP Northern Vice President 





California League 2 vears, 
then state President 2 
vears . . . on national 


Sond since 1958 . . . B.A. University 
California _ husband is psychiatrist 
. 2 daughters. 


Mrs. Stoneman — Joined 
1936 served local 
League in various capaci- 
ties, President 2 vears .. . 
will soon complete 10 
vears on state Board, in- 


cluding 2 vears as Presi- 





dent . B.A. Vassar College, M.A. 
Radcliffe College husband is at- 
torney 3 children. 
Mrs. Stuart — Joined 
1950 . . . on local Board 


(new League) from begin- 





ning local President 
2 vears . . . on state Board 
2 vears . . . state President 
4 vears .. . attended Uni- 


versity Missouri 2 vears . . . husband is 
office manager of a printing firm 
3 children. 


Miss Stuhler — Joined 
1948 when on state League 
staff . . . on state Board 4 
vears ... on national Board 
since 1958 ... B.A. Mac- 
Murray College, M.A. Uni- 


versity of Minnesota 





since 1950, assistant director World 
Affairs Center at Universitv. 
Mrs. ‘Toms — _ Joined 
1928 in New York 


has lived in South Caro- 
lina since 1946 . . . helped 
found Charleston League 
1948, on Board from be- 
ginning, President 2 vears 
. helped organize state League 1951, 








on Board, President 3 vears . B.A. 
Brvn Mawr College. 

. Mrs. Treuhaft — Joined 
% /~) 1931 local League 

re 
* Board beginning 1941, 
Pe SF local President 3 years . . . 
hed state Board 12 vears, then 


oe . 
ar - state President + vears .. . 
national Board since 1958 


. B.A. Smith College . . . husband is 


community developer-builder . . . 2 
children. 
Mrs. Boyne — Joined 1941 . Presi- 


dent state League of New York 1948-51 
. on national Board 1951-56. 


Mrs. Foreman — Joined 1927 . . . Vice 
President Illinois League 1945-51 

on national Board 1951-56. 

Mrs. Lambie—Joined 1949 . local 


Board 3 vears . . . state Board 2 years 
. state President 2 years. 








League of Women Voters 
Proposed Budget 1960-61 


Budget Proposed 
EXPENDITURES 1959-60 1960-61 
General Administration 
NR, a ccevevdvecevscedice $ 16,200. $ 14,758. 
CE IEEE cs vecccasescces vesiens 900. 1,375. 
I tahoe do: a ma-oreibe Oe adn eee 31,626. 41,076. 
Fees (Auditing and Legal).................. 900. 900. 
I 3865s g-aiscs'0, 10,0: sietw'he @0d.0 ee © 850. 850. 
CO CNN oc cis ccc cescerenicwes 400. 500. 
EE ES Sas. Ghd vckae ade daawecloneens 125. 135. 
PINES Gl ivadui'p ad Xie aid sidavéa acnahaimacpaiee 56,110. 57,777. 
107,111. 117,371. 
Capital Expenditures 
Ee tee eee eee ats. 500. 
*Publications (Production & Distribution) 
ID oir c ccs eaceneedsns eee 23,874. 26,236. . 
Publications, “Publications Service, Special Sub- 
EE MOU vcccrcscstsessee ssw eeee 39,700. 57,705. 
PY ona 3-6 pcdic sree este hae ees 60,673. 62,462. 
_ Total Costs 124,247. 146,403. 
Less Sales 66,600. 89,000. 
57,647. 57,403. 
Field Service 
Travel and Tools for New Leagues........... 13,300. 13,850. 
PPE. a. ciobes6cees te deebad are resebeee 34,887. 35,916. 
48,187. 49,766. 
Total Expenditures $214,660. $225,040. 
INCOME 
OEE ECE SLC TR TCS TE 191,750. 202,990. 
I oo ag lie wan ea er io #00 elev. 6 1,000. 1,000. 
Interest on Auxiliary Income Fund............. 4,310. 4,400. 
Interest on Reserve Fund..................... 3,600. 3,150. 
re ret ane rene 14,000. 13,500. 
Total Income $214,660. $225,040. 


* In and out items—cost less sales. 
** Total Salaries = $156,155. 








FROM THE 


PRESIDENT’S DESK 








This issue of the Vorer comes to you with three 
proposals which will be finally settled by delegates to 
the Convention in St. Louis April 25-29. In the mean- 
time these proposals—on Program, on officers and direc- 
tors, and on budget—merit the careful consideration of 
all League members. Your Board will want to know your 
reactions. 

On what subjects shall we focus our energies in 1960-62? 
How much shall we spend in 1960-61 and for what? 
To whom will the responsibility for Program planning 
and for the budget be entrusted? 

Both in quantity and quality the Program recom- 
mendations from Leagues this year reached an all-time 
high. In 1951 there were 299; in 1953, 593; in 1955, 702; 
in 1957, 728; and this year, 752. 

It was apparent to the national Board at its January 
meeting that many League members had participated in 
the process; that Boards had done a good job of trying 
to find the subjects on which there was greatest agree- 
ment; and that there was a pattern. 

An overwhelming number of Leagues reporting (640 


local Leagues and 35 state Boards) wanted a Current 
Agenda item in foreign policy. A large majority of these 
wanted it to be concerned with foreign economic policy. 
The closest contenders—water resources, farm program, 
and education—received support from slightly more than 
100 Leagues each. The next.most popular issues—labor- 
management relations, disarmament, and subsidies, in 
that order—had less than 100 recommendations each. 

The decision to recommend a single Current Agenda 
item came after the decision to recommend the subject 
of water asa CR. In the judgment of the national Board, 
the time is ripe to try a one-item CA. Here is an op- 
portunity to do something about the size of the Program 
load and League concern about it. Before you decide 
that with a one-item Agenda time would hang heavy on 
your hands, remember there are four Continuing Re- 
sponsibilities and unnumbered state and local items! 

In years past, discussion about a one-item Agenda has 
revolved about a foreign policy item or a domestic item. 
The Proposed Program item, combining the impact of 
foreign economic development and world trade on the 
domestic economy, is both foreign and domestic. 

The most difficult decision facing the national Board 
was what to do about the water item. Regional studies 
completed or in process, League testimony before the 
Senate Select Committee on National Water Resources, 
and the extremely favorable impression that both have 
made, demonstrate beyond question that our four-year 
study of water is just now beginning to pay off. Con- 
tinuing action is necessary and inevitable. 

The Budget Letter to state and local Presidents gave 
an explanation of all the budget items and how we pro- 
pose to meet the total figure of $225,040. One important 
change recommended is the proposal to provide our 
extraordinarily loyal and efficient staff with a retirement 
plan. 

The slate presented by the Nominating Committee 
includes seven members of the present Board, which 
has, we hope, served you well. With the four new 
members the wide geographical representation and 
variety of talents would, I think, add up to a strong 
Board. 

This Board meeting seemed especially important, for 
it was our responsibility to propose a Program in light of 
League suggestions. The next step in the League’s 
process of self-government: and the representative system 
is up to you. Through your local League delegates you 
have the responsibility for the final choices, to be made 





at Convention. 
WA 8. Onan 
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